A personal reflection on sitting at the bedside of a dying loved one: the vigil.
This article presents a personal reflection of the dynamics and phenomena that occurred during a 3-day vigil at the bedside of a loved one. This piece reports on the interactions between the patient, family members and staff and refutes, in this instance, the notion that dying in hospital is not a family affair. This reflection shares the experiences of one family and highlights the importance of communication among family members and also between family and staff. The article suggests a number of lessons for practitioners.